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Achilles’s Differences from the Usual Greek Warrior
The Iliad book gives the historic events of heroes and warriors of the Greek Army. Achilles is a hero of his kind in the Iliad. He lives depending on self-motivation and pride of his work. Homer plays an important to develop Achilles character throughout the book. Homer does not that by depicting how values, behavior, virtues, and decisions play a role in defining a hero and a warrior. Achilles, in this case, is a hero and Greek warrior. However, according to the ways and norms of Greek warriors, Achilles does not conform to the Greek warriors’ ideas as Homer depicts in The Iliad. This paper examines how Achilles does not conform to the ideas of Greek warrior heroic codes, how he differs from the usual Greek warrior, the effect to the course of the story and how the differences affect the heroic code itself.
Achilles in the story is a hero of own kind and his values make him different from the usual Greek Warrior. Homer shows that Achilles has pride and he cares much about the picture he depicts to the public. Although he follows the rules and how things should be done as a warrior, Achilles seem not conforming to the heroic codes. A hero should always focus to think of the benefits to the larger community. Moreover, a warrior should see through his comrades in the war. Homer showcases Achilles different in all these two things that do not make him the usual Greek Warrior. Achilles is showed a self-centered man who cared more about himself those others. Even though his decisions are primarily to follow the orders as a normal soldier, Achilles is driven by his own pride and glory. Homer describes Achilles as a man who deeply cares about his personal respect. However, every of his decision that conforms to the values and virtues presents great effect to the people close to him such as the Greek Warriors.
A warrior should stand and fight until the end of the war. However, Achilles upon orders from Agamemnon, he left the battlefield which affected the whole Greek Army. Achilles feels humiliated though, because of the order. He feels humiliated since he believes being in combat is one way to earn his wealth of honor and great reputation. But, since he is a man of value he had to leave and follow the order. One thing that becomes different in Achilles behavior is his prayers for the destruction of the same Army he fought for. His withdrawal from the army makes him furious to a point he makes a prayer to destroy both Agamemnon and Greek Army as a way to get his honor (Homer, 352-355). A warrior should stand and pray for the good for his combat whether in or outside. As such, his prayer for the destruction of the same combat makes him different from the usual Greek Warrior who yearns for the success of his combat in the Trojan War. 
 The usual Greek Warrior made a decision that affected the entire combat and community. However, due to self-centrism nature of Achilles his decisions primarily glimpsed issues that only affected him. Due to his withdrawal that followed his conformity to the rules, his comrades in the Army lost morale that affected it negatively. Although as Greek warrior it is important to follow rules and be centered to needs of regulations, the effect of following the rules, particularly in the Achilles case, had more harm than good (Homer 303). Even when Agamemnon offered him a chance to go back to the battlefield, Achilles makes another drastic decision to reject the offer because accepting an offer from the man who disgraced him will make him lose his honor.  Making this decision shows how self-minded Achilles is and not a community man. Achilles is also different from the usual Greek Warrior when he changes his stand to accept Priam, Hector’s father. As a warrior, the death of a comrade is something sorrowful and revenge sometimes reigns over the affected. At first Achilles reacts to Patroclus’ death with fury and need for revenge, however, he admits to Priam and gives him Hector’s body.
The kind of decisions and choices Achilles made as a warrior that made him different from other Greek warriors had a great impact on the course of the story. Since every choice has a consequence, Homer tries to focus to show the reader how the decision and values ruling Achilles’ life had certain impacts to the Greek Army. Being a self-minded and self-driven man, Achilles drove his close comrade Patroclus to death when he sends him to war instead of him (Homer, 310). If Achilles accepted to get back to war himself, Patroclus would have not died. The Greek warriors would have not been discouraged in the war if Achilles one of the best warriors had not withdrawn. As a result, the Achilles’ decisions and differences affected heroic codes. The heroic code describes that a hero makes a decision that affects the larger community. However, being a self-centered man, Achilles broke this heroic code. Every decision Achilles made focused only his needs rather than the community. His honor and reputation came first before he could think of other things and people. 
In conclusion, this paper has examined how Achilles is different from the usual Greek warrior and how his differences affected the course of the story and the heroic codes. Achilles is a self-centered man who thinks more of himself. Every decision he made was informed by his worried for honor and reputation. As a result, his decisions affected the larger community, for instance, the Greek Army and Trojans.
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